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The District of Saran lies on the north of the Ganges, opposite the east side of
Shahabad, and the west side of Patna. I have already stated, ante, p. 186, that the
language of the portion of Saran which borders on the Ganges is Standard Bhojpuri,
This statement, however, requires a certain amount of modification.
A reference to the map will show that the language of Muzaffiarpur, which lies to
the east of Saran, across the river G-andak, is western Maithili, which, as has been
shown, is largely infected with Bhojpurl, and is in fact, a border form of speech between
the two dialects. Again, the language of J*atna, opposite the south-east corner of -Saran,
is Magahi. Hence, as might be expected, the language of the east of Saran is tinged
with Maithili peculiarities, and that of the south-east with Magahi ones. To give
specimens of all such mixed forms of speech would extend the volumes of the Survey
beyond reasonable limits It must suffice, in the case of Saran, to deal, in detail, with
the two main forms of speech, that of the south, and that of the north. For a more
minute account of the various forms of speech current in the District, see Notes on the
Ternacular Dialects spoken in the District of Saran, by Babu Girindra-nath Dutt, in
the Jowrnal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. Ixvi, 1897, Part I, pp. 194 and ff.
It is to this gentleman that I am indebted for the specimens here givsn, which represent
the Standard Bhojpuii spoken in the south of the district, over against Shahabad.